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House Committee on Foreign Affairs:  
Morocco Advances North Africa 

 

Washington, D.C. (June 6, 2007) Today in a House Committee on Foreign Affairs hearing entitled 
“U.S. Policy Challenges in North Africa,” Chairman Tom Lantos (D-CA) strongly backed 
Morocco’s approach to peace in the region. 
 
Chairman Lantos stated, “[f]or a generation, a frustrating stalemate has stymied peace between 
Morocco and the Sahrawi population of Western Sahara. (…) But the next generation (…) will 
grow up mercifully free of an armed conflict that stains their daily existence and limits their future.  
This will happen if the Polisario is wise enough to accept the reasonable and realistic offer 
currently on the table.”  
 
At the hearing, Congressman Lantos cited a letter from former Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright and other foreign policy experts to President Bush supporting Morocco’s effort to achieve 
peace in North Africa, especially as it relates to ending the 30-year conflict over the Western 
Sahara.   
 
The letter stated, “[b]y giving the people of the Western Sahara a true voice in their future through 
the full benefits of autonomy as presented by Morocco, a credible political solution can be 
achieved. Morocco’s commitment merits the support of the international community and we must 
ensure that its neighbors assume their responsibility for contributing to [the resolution of this 
dispute].” 
 
Said Robert Holley, executive director of the Moroccan American Center for Policy, “Morocco has 
worked hard to move the region forward both politically and economically. These efforts are 
exemplified by Morocco’s recent peace initiative for the Western Sahara. This initiative has been 
well-received by many countries, including the United States. With continued encouragement 
from the U.S., Morocco can help to create a more stable and prosperous North Africa.” 
 
At today’s hearing, Ambassador David C. Welch said that the Department of State “welcomed 
Morocco’s recent initiative to resolve this dispute, [is] encouraged that it has spurred discussion, 
and believe[s] that it has created an opportunity for Morocco and the Polisario to come to an 
agreement on this long simmering problem.  [The Department of State] consider[s] the Moroccan 
proposal to provide real autonomy for the Western Sahara serious and credible.”  
 
Adoption of the initiative would work to create a stable Maghreb region and combat the spread of 
terrorism, as well as end the humanitarian crisis now faced by over 80,000 refugees from the 
Western Sahara. By focusing on bringing peace and stability to the region, Morocco is 
safeguarding a vital region that is of strategic importance to U.S. foreign policy.  
 
For more information, please visit www.moroccanamericanpolicy.com.  

 
This material is distributed by DJE, Inc. and the Moroccan-American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Morocco.  

Additional information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. 
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